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Listing f Claims 

1 . (previously presented) A paper backing for supporting a secondary layer, said backing 
having a double-layer paper structure comprising a first paper layer and a second paper layer, said 
first paper layer and said second paper layer each being manufactured from wood pulp and short 
fibers, the short fibers having a length within the range of about 3 to 20 mm and die short fibers 
comprising a material selected from the group consisting of polyvinyl alcohol, polyamide, 
polyester, polyethylene, polypropylene, polyurethanc, polyvinyl chloride, polyvinylidene 
chloride, polyacrylonitrile, rayon, and combinations thereof, wherein said first layer has a blend 
ratio of short fibers to wood pulp larger than the blend ratio of short fibers to pulp in the second 
layer. 

2. (previously presented) An adhesive sheet comprising a paper backing and an adhesive 
layer provided on one of its surfaces, said paper backing having a double-layer paper structure 
comprising a first paper layer and a second paper layer, in which said first paper layer and said 
second paper layer each is manufactured from wood pulp and short Fibers, the short fibers having 
a length within the range of about 3 to 20 mm and the short fibers comprising a material selected 
from Ihe group consisting of polyvinyl alcohol, polyamide, polyester, polyethylene, 
polypropylene, polyurethane, polyvinyl chloride, polyvinylidene chloride, polyacrylonitrile, 
rayon, and combinations thereof, and said adhesive layer being provided on the surface of said 
first paper layer having a blend ratio of short fibers to wood pulp that is larger than the blend 
ratio of short fibers to wood pulp of said second paper layer. 

3. (original) An adhesive sheet as set forth in claim 2 wherein said paper backing, in 
addition to rubber and/or synthetic resin impregnated throughout its entirety, has a top coating 
layer on the surface of said second paper layer located on the opposite side of said first paper 
layer. 

4. (cancelled) 
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5. (previously presented) A method of masking a surface comprising placing the adhesive 
sheet of claim 3 on the surface. 

6. (previously presented) A paper backing for supporting a secondary layer, said backing 
having a double-layer paper structure comprising a first paper layer and a second paper Jaycr> said 
first paper layer and said second paper layer each being manufactured from wood pulp and short 
fibers, wherein said first layer and said second layer each have a blend ratio of short fibers to 
wood pulp less than 50%. 
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